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MS. ARNOLD: - on the phone? Thank you, Ms. 

French. 

MS. FRENCH: You're welcome. 

MS. ARNOLD: Anybody -

MS. MADDEN: I have one question, Trisha 

Madden, I meant to ask a question. 

MS. ARNOLD: Yeah, Trisha. 

MS. MADDEN: In the - I was trying to - it's 

actually - I'm not sure if I read it correctly. In 

- where is it? In the definition section, in 

.0214(2) (g), I may have trouble reading that. 

Is that saying that the - if you live in a 

family home the combined sum of questions 

(Unintelligible) are multiplied by - is that 0.63, 

et cetera? 

MR. de la PAZ: Yes. 

MS. MADDEN: What is the number that's 

supposed to be there? It's hard to read. 

MS. ARNOLD: 0.63489. 

MS. MADDEN: Okay, then that one and then 

coupled also with that same section except down at 

level - what - well, (k) is - references question 

18 and my comment is about question 19 of the QSI. 

In the previous meeting we had a discussion with 

Dr. Niu there that said that he agreed that 
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question 19 should be added in. I didn't know if 

My question is did y'all blend it with 19 

included as a special separate weighted item, that 

is, toileting? And I think that his comment was 

endorsing the one I had made that the fact that 

toileting if you're living in the family home can 

be an extremely long term -

MS. ARNOLD: Right. 

MS. MADDEN: Even an hour or two. 

MS. ARNOLD: Yeah, and back to the one you 

just identified, (g), that's where it comes in 

because there's an additional weighting for 

functional factors if you live in the family home. 

So it does take -

MS. MADDEN: Then my next question wsa going 

to be and initially is that seems like a very low 

weight. I think again that you all are 

underestimating the amount of time and effort that 

it takes to provide services in the family home 

and yet we're providing a service to you all by 

costing you less than if you put him some 

facility, and I don't think you yet have a 

realistic view of what the - particularly the more 

severe, even the severe behavior people, but the 
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more physically impaired that should be using 24 

hours/7 days to take care of them. 

MS. ARNOLD: Yeah, and you know, when they -

MS. MADDEN: (Unintelligible) - the family 

room home is given the same appearance it's always 

had, that you are demeaning the value of the 

services provided by those keeping individuals in 

their family home. Now, perhaps again it may be 

relevant to the functioning level of - and yet the 

QSI only to a certain extent looks at functioning 

level as far as using somebody that's able to do 

your own care. That doesn't come out clearly 

reflecting of the QSI. If you're someone who has 

absolutely no ability to do that, then your rate 

value - the weight value for the family home is 

extremely low and would encourage, I think, more 

families - or is encouraging more families to look 

at these -- they're receiving and looking more at 

outside placement, and I think that's a risk that 

you really don't - as a State we don't need to 

take because there's not a lot of outside 

placements and if you go through with the new 

community service rules on transitioning out of 

more out of group homes even, the situation gets 

worse not better, and the advantage of having them 
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stay in family homes is going to be greatly 

reduced if people cannot handle things longer. 

That's just my - and that's 19. 

MS. ARNOLD: Yeah, I definitely agree that 

we're trying to support people to stay in the 

family home and that's part of what that 

individual review and extraordinary need process 

will, will capture. But this algorithm does give 

some additional weight to situations in the family 

home. It still may not be quite exactly where it 

needs to be, but as you remember we talked about 

it. It's based on historical expenditure data and 

as we get better and better at coming closer that 

probably will increase over time. 

So you're always going to have that catch 

area where you've got to have an individual review 

and look at the situation and see what the needs 

are to help that person remain in the family home 

if that's what they want. So that will always be 

the -

MS. MADDEN: There should be a new section on 

how to provide that individual review before you 

run the iBudget and stick them with the budget. 

Not before you run the budget perhaps but before 

you actually implement the budget for that family. 
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MS. ARNOLD: Okay. 

MS. MADDEN: So I think that is going back to 

the earlier corrunent I made that - and you and I 

discussed that, that there seems -

MS. ARNOLD: Yeah. 

MS. MADDEN: - to be a need, so I'll try to 

think of some language. Did not have a chance to 

do it at this time. 

MS. ARNOLD: Great. 

MS. MADDEN: But it is a critical area but 

will try to put in some actual legal language for 

you. 

MS. ARNOLD: Okay, thank you. 

MS. MADDEN: Thank you. 

MS. ARNOLD: Anyone else on the phone would 

like to corrunent? 

MS. FRENCH: This is just Gail French. I 

wanted to concur with Ms. Madden about everything 

that she stated. I'm in agreement with everything 

that she said and I appreciate her bringing up 

those issues. 

MS. ARNOLD: Thank you. 

MS. MADDEN: Denise, it's just that we 

represent more family members than people in 

facilities. 
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MS. ARNOLD: Yes, and I'm glad you're on the 

phone. 

MS. MADDEN: Thank you. 

MS. ARNOLD: Anyone else on the phone need to 

make a comment? 

Anyone else in the room here? 

Okay. Well, again, we apologize for our 

technical difficulties on the phone. We will 

transcribe this. We will post the transcription. 

You have 'til May 14th to give us any other 

comments and then we will go from there with 

either moving towards final rule or doing another 

Notice of Change. That would be the two options. 

So thank you very much for attending and we 

will end our public comment at this point. 

(Whereupon, the meeting was closed.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 

COUNTY OF WAKULLA, 

I, Suzette A. Bragg, Court Reporter and 

Notary Public, State of Florida at Large, 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the above-entitled 

and numbered cause was heard as herein above set out; 

that I was authorized to and did transcribe the 

proceedings of said matter, and that the foregoing and 

annexed pages, numbered 1 through 60, inclusive, 

comprise a true and correct transcription of the 

proceedings in said cause. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not related to 

or employed by any of the parties or their counsel, nor 

have I any financial interest in the outcome of this 

action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

subscribed my name and affixed my seal, this 23� day of

May, 2015. 

.-��� SUZETTE A. BRAGG 
f.f Ji.'':_\ MY COMMISSION# EE 852984 
�\�jff EXPIRES: February 21, 2017 
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