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Guidance for Changes to the Adults with Disabilities Program for 

People Eligible for Agency for Persons with Disabilities Services 

 

The Florida Legislature has supported Governor Rick Scott’s recommendation and 

approved $1.2 billion in funding for the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) 

for the 2015-16 state fiscal year. The budget includes $40 million to offer Medicaid 

waiver enrollment to more than 2,000 people who are on the APD waiting list. 

Additionally, the budget contains $1 million for employment programs for people with 

developmental disabilities. With all this positive news, there is one program that saw 

a dramatic reduction in funding for the upcoming year. 

The Adults with Disabilities (AWD) program within the Department of Education 

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation was appropriated $750,000 for next year by the 

Legislature, down from the annual amount of $10 million that was included in the 

Governor’s recommended budget. With this cut in funding, the program may no 

longer be able to provide services to many adults who have a variety of disabilities.  

Some of the people who received services through the AWD program have 

developmental disabilities and may be eligible to receive services from APD. Those 

individuals who are currently served under the APD iBudget Florida Medicaid waiver 

will continue to receive allowable services under the waiver program. 

APD is committed to assisting individuals who are eligible for APD services and who 

may be affected by the reduction to the AWD program.  People eligible for APD 

services must have one of the following developmental disabilities as defined in 

Chapter 393, Florida Statutes: 

 Intellectual Disability 

 Down Syndrome 

 Cerebral Palsy 

 Autism 

 Spina Bifida 

 Prader-Willi Syndrome 

For more information regarding the eligibility criteria and the services that are 

available from APD, please visit http://apdcares.org/customers/application/  

Individuals affected by this situation may contact the Regional APD office for a 

review of allowable services that may be available.  Attached is a map of the APD 

Regional Offices and the contact information for the Regional Operations Manager.  

The Regional Office will need the following information in order to assess whether 

assistance can be provided to the individual: 

 If the individual is not the person calling the region, the region will need a 

signed release by the individual/legal representative to discuss the 

individual’s situation 

http://apdcares.org/customers/application/
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 Name of person who was receiving services from the AWD program, name of 

the program from which the person was receiving services, the specific 

service the person was receiving from the AWD funding and the amount of 

service being provided, and  

 Information on whether the person is already a client of APD or if the person 

needs to apply for eligibility determination for APD 

The APD Resource Directory at http://apdcares.org/resourcedirectory is a great 

resource to identify local community organizations that provide services to 

individuals with a variety of needs and can be another option to address this loss of 

funding. 

http://apdcares.org/resourcedirectory
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APD Regional Offices 

Northwest Region 850-487-1992 
Lynne Daw 
Northwest Regional Operations Manager 
Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, 
Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa , 
Santa Rosa, Wakulla, Walton, and Washington counties 

Northeast Region 904-992-2440 
Leslie Richards 
Northeast Regional Operations Manager 
Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, 
Duval, Flagler, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy, 
Madison, Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, Suwannee, 
Taylor, Union, and Volusia counties 

C a 1 n 7 • 5-0440 
Clarence Lewis 
Central Regional Operations Manager 
Brevard, Citrus, Hardee, Hernando, Highlands, 
Lake, Marion, Orange, Osceola, Polk, Seminole, 
and Sumter counties 

Suncoast Region 1-800-615-8720 
Jeff Smith 
Suncoast Regional Operations Manager 
Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry, Hillsborough, 
Lee, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, and Sarasota counties 

Southeast Region 561-837-5564 
Gerry Driscoll 
Southeast Regional Operations Manager 
Broward, Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, Palm Beach, 
and St. Lucie counties 

Southern Region 305-349-1478 
Evelyn Alvarez 
Southern Regional Operations Manager 
Dade and Monroe counties 

Jacksonville 

~-

West 
Palm 
Beach 


